
Bugging Ended Plan to Name Wilson to DEA 


■ — By Johh M. Goshko 

Wamingion Post stiff writer 

The Ford administration dropped plans 
to make former D.C.'Police Chief Jerry. V. 
Wilson- head .of , the, .Drug. Enforcement 
Administration because of 'fears that his 
nomination would 'become entangled with 
allegations that Washington police used 
electronic .bugging to spy on antiwar 
groups!.';.:^*:! ” 4 .; y)-\ .; 

Investigation of the bugging incidents. 


Wilson told The Washington Post that 
this was the reason cited by Deputy 
Attorney General' Harold R. Tyler Jr. 
when Wilson was informed that he was no 
longer under consideration for The DEA 
job. Wilson said, ‘‘I was told that there was 
concern about a major and difficult con- 
At'-the time,' there were published firmation fight and that they didn’t want to 
reports that the administration dropped >. go through such a battle.” 
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concern about ' possible embarrassing 
• publicity prompted the sudden decision by 
the White House last month not to 
nominate Wilson as head of the agency 
spearheading the federal drive against 
narcotics abuse. 


Wilson because it expected heavy Senate 
opposition to his confirmation. According^ 
to these Reports, the nomination was op- 


some of which allegedly took place during . posed by Senate liberals, resentful of 


Wilson’s tenure as chief from 1969 toil974, • 
have’ contained nosuggestions that Wilson 
himself was involved in any .illegal sur- 
veillance activities. • ■ ; . 

Nevertheless, it has been learned that possession 


Wilson’s handling of the 1971 “May Day” 
antiwar demomstrations, and by con- 


However, The Post has determined that 
there was no visible opposition to Wilson in 
the Senate.- A canvass, of senators named 
in various- reports as opposed to his 
nomination failed to turn up any who said 


servative senators, angered by his ad- that they would have voted againsthim 

vocacy of reduced penalties for marijuani ' Instead, the reports of an expected tough 
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confirmation fight resulted from leaks . 
apparently inspired by the White House to 
disguise backing way away from Wilson. 

According to reliable sources, the White 
House had no evidence to suggest that 
Wilson personally was. involved in any 
illegal electronic surveillance or that be 
had any knowledge of such activities. But, 1 
the sources added, there was a feeling that 
he bore the ultimate responsibility for 
anything that happened in the D.C. police 
department during his time as chief . 

As a result, the White House decided that 
to proceed with his formal nomination 
would cause the bugging allegations to 
surface and create unfavorable publicity 
for the administration and. for DEA, 
already troubled by controversy and 
criticism. 

Asked about this, Wilson said yesterday 
that the bugging allegations had never 
been mentioned to him by administration, 
officials as a possible bar to his getting the 
DEA post. He did concede though: "We 
had very extensive discussions about, the 
whole range of intelligence activities while 
I was chief, and I could tell it was a subject 
about which they were nervous . ” 

. In these discussions, he said, he had 
reported details of two bugging incidents 
during his time as chief. Both, he asserted, 
were legal because one of the parties in- 
volved consented to the monitoring. 

He described one as a joint operation of 
the D.C. police telligence unit and the 
Secret Service. ,,ie other, he said, had 


been referred to publicly in the 1 
Rockefeller commission report on 
domestic intelligence activities and the 
D.C. City Council’s investigation of the 
“May Day” disturbances. 

. “I wasn’t aware of them at the time they 
occurred because our procedures called 
for approval from the deputy chief in 
charge of intelligence rather than me 
personally,” Wilson said. “But I had no 
reason to hide them. They were perfectly 
legal; and if they Had come to me, I would 
have approved them." 

The decision to drop Wilson apparently 
caused some friction between the White 
House and the Justice Department. 
Although Wilson was notnbminated, it was 
known that the Justice Department had 
picked him in June as its choice for the 
DEA job and that the White House initially 
had concurred in the recommendation. 

Sources said that the Justice Depart- 
ment had argued for going ahead with the 
nomination. The department reportedly 
took the position that Wilson was not ac- 
cused of any wrongdoing and that his 
connection with the bugging allegations 
was so peripheral that it did not represent 
a block either to his confirmation or to his 
ability to effectively head DEA, which is 
' part of the Justice Department. 

However, the sources added, this 
position was opposed by persons on the 
White House Domestic Council, who 
emphasized the risks of too much adverse 
publicity; and in the end, it was their 
argument that prevailed. 



